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7:30ð8:15 Registration

8:15ð8:30 SelectAgent Directorsõ Welcome Remarks
Directors: Mike Firko (APHIS -PPQ), Freeda Isaac (APHIS-VS), Rob Weyant (CDC)

8:30ð9:30 Current Topics regarding the Select Agent Program ðMike Firko , Freeda Isaac, Rob Weyant

9:30ð10:30
Inspection Trends; Best Practices for Preventing Occupational Exposures and 
Biocontainment BreachesðCharles Divan, Marsha Ray, Richard Henkel

10:30ð10:45 BREAK

10:45ð11:45 Discussion Panel # 1

11:45ð1:00 LUNCH BREAK

1:00ð2:00 Security for Select Agents ðJohn Holcomb, Liz Snyder

2:00ð2:10 BREAK

2:10ð2:55 Security Risk Assessments: Overview, FBI Updates, Visitor Movement ðSherylyn 

Roberson, Lori Bane, John Strovers

2:55ð3:00 BREAK

3:00ð3:45 Discussion Panel # 2

3:45ð4:00 Closing Remarks and Introduction to Breakout Sessions ðTru Twedt

4:00ð6:00
Breakout Sessions: APHIS/CDC Form 1, Form 2, Form 3, Forms 4&5, 
CJIS FD-961 Form, DHS National Infrastructure Protection Program



Welcome!
8:15-8:30



Current Topics regarding 

the Select Agent Program
8:30-9:30



External Reports on the 

Federal Select Agent Program, and 

Responses by APHIS/CDC

Michael Firko , Ph.D.

Director, Agricultural Select Agent Program, Plants

Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service

U. S. Department of Agriculture



During 2009, there were five reports on 

the Federal Select Agent Program

ÅNational Academy of Sciences

ÅNational Science Advisory Board for Biosecurity

ÅWorking Group on Strengthening the Biosecurityof the 

United States (Executive Order 13486)

ÅTrans-Federal Task Force on Optimizing Biosafetyand 

BiocontainmentOversight

ÅDefense Science Board



National Academy of Sciences

òResponsible Research with Biological Select 

Agents and Toxinsó

Nine recommendations, including:

òThe list of select agents and toxins should be stratified in risk 

groups according to the potential use of the material as a 

biothreatagentó with associated threat-based security 

requirements.



National Science Advisory Board 

for Biosecurity

òEnhancing Personnel Reliability Among 

Individuals with Access to Select Agentsó

Five recommendations including:

Å It is appropriate to enhance extant personnel reliability measures, 

but the promulgation of a formal, national Personnel Reliability 

Program is unnecessary at this time.

Å The list of select agents and toxins should be reduced or stratified


